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37 C.F.R. §1 .97.S1.98 and 37 C.F.K §1.56, Applicants call the attention of the 



Sir: 

Pursuant to 

Examiner to the following information. . - 

Application No. PCT/JPOl/06000. and ,he International Search Report. 
EP 298729; 

JapaneseLaid-OpenPublicationNo, 5-57507; 

Englishtranslat.onofth;abstractofIapaneseLaid-OpenPublication^^^ 
Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 10-138034; 

English translation of the abstract pfJapaneseLaid-OpenPublicationNo. 10-138034; 

EP 685572; and 
EP 878563. 

copies of .ite.n.ema.iona.S=arcl,ReponinE„giishwa.e„close.wi,Mhepapers when 
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„. T..P.»ni„.ristavi,ed.oreview*e«ma.erials.o 

with respect to the documents cited 

see the relevance 
therein. 

Applicants note that the Annex to the In 

s r of EP 298729- and U.S. Patent Nos; 6.093,479 and 5,920.760 
is a family member of EP 2^6 /zy, di 

ccnn AU ^ PatentNo 6,071,601 is a family member of EP 
family members of EP 685572; and U.S. Patent NO. . 



enteringtheNational Stage onMay 08. 2002. TheExammer 
indicated during international examination 

temational Search Report indicates that U.S. Patent 

nts note inai 

No. 4,966,501 



are 

878563 



.edditio,,ApP«c.tsditec.theB^.et.s — tothe«d„c.,n»^^^ 
,p.esePate„.No..0539.asci.edo„U«e.0ofpagc>ofthespe.ifica.io. ^ ^. 
, Hn^isht— „onhe.st.acto„ap.eseU,d-Ope„Puh,ice.io„K^^ 

matured into Japanese Patent No. 2105396. , „ 

, ■ - f,heabstractofJapa„eseLaid-OpenPublicationNo.5-S7507«h,ch. 
EngUsh translation of the abstract oi 

„ . 2825693 Please note that this document was also cited tn the 
matured into Japanese Patent No. 282569.. riea 

Internationa, search Report associated with the PCI appli^ion. 
JapaneseLaid-OpenPublicationNo. 010-16302; 

B„,ish.ra„s,ation of the abstract ofJapaneseLaid.OpenPublicationNo.010.16302. 
Copiesoftheabove-no,eddocume„.sareenc,osedto.etheradulWcon.pleted.orm 
„O.H49TheB^ner.sre,uestedtoconsidereachof.hesedo.ments,andtomaltethemof 

,ecord.n.hisapplica..onb.niti.n.ntheapprop.atespacesonthe.ormPXO.,-^.^^^^^ 
.^.„re,ues.tha.the.am,ner,ncludeacopvof.heinitia.ed.ormPT0.1.9.ththene„ 
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communication from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments, the undersigned may be contacted 

at the below listed telephone number. 



June 10, 2002 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1941 Roland. Clarke Place . 

. Reston,:VA-201^1-. 
(703)716-1191 



Respectfully submitted 

^GATA et al- 




i H. Bemstem 
Reg. No. 29,027 
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